
Pastor’s page: “They left their nets and followed him.” 

      Each fall at St. Kilian parish, nearly 200 9th graders receive the Sacrament of 
confirmation. In fact, pretty much the same number have received confirmation year after 
year at St. Kilian. As you come to mass each week, you may wonder where they are? 

      Every time I’ve been part of a parish survey, such as the one that we had conducted at 
St. Kilian this past November, parishioners indicate that we (the local parish) ought to do 
more for young people. We need to have more special programs to attract young adults 
after their confirmed, they say. But I know that throughout the country, in parish after 
parish, even where those programs exist, they usually don’t attract significant numbers of 
teenagers, college age young adults, or those in their 20s. Why is that? 

      High school years bring tremendous demands on adolescents. Not only are they 
awakening to their sexuality and going through enormous physical and emotional changes, 
but they are experiencing the anxiety of social maturing, and the pressures of the 
challenges that are part of being a good student- preparing for college and what lies 
beyond. It’s not enough to get good marks to enter a good college, but other high school 
activities that take place after school make entrance into a fine university more likely. 
Being in the school band or involved in sports and athletics, dance or school play, clubs and 
much more are important for character development and also for the college entrance 
resume. In addition, it looks good if a teenager is doing community volunteer work. There 
is not enough time in the day! 

      Being part of a parish youth group and participating in spiritual development via 
retreats and other prayer opportunities, usually takes a back stage in terms of priorities. A 
Catholic high school is sometimes chosen at great sacrifice financially by parents who want 
to see their child integrate academics, sports activities, and their spiritual development as 
Christians. Once more a parish youth program suffers in terms of family priorities. 

      Regular churchgoing on the part of Catholic families is becoming rare. Young people 
come when their parents come to worship. In the 1950s, the heyday of Catholic Sunday 
worship, some 80% of Catholics came to mass each week. In the 60s, that fell to 50%; in 
the 70s and 80s to 40%; the 90s and the 21st century to less than 20%. Not only do we not 
see young people at mass, we are not seeing Catholics generally. 5300 families have 
registered at St. Kilian parish. We may see 1000 families participating at mass on a 
weekend now. 

      In the past, the theory was that the absence of the majority of young people from the 
church was more of a sabbatical than a rejection of their faith. Marriage and parenthood 
brought a return, it was thought, for many. I see evidence of this and I hope that it 
continues. But I’m not sure. Certainly, most young parents today are having their children 
baptized in the Catholic Church and bringing them for their first holy Communion, 



reconciliation, and confirmation. But regular church going is not part of their family life in 
general. Nor is prayer a part of their family life. 

      Young people and young families can be engaged when they come to experience and 
encounter God personally. This is prayer. Parish leadership needs to cultivate 
opportunities to meet God intimately- not only at mass but through prayer opportunities in 
small groups. 

       When we come into personal contact with God who is love, we desire to worship; and 
worship not only individually, but with other children of God who have experienced the 
mystery of God’s infinite care. 

Peace, Father Bruce 


